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Ergo haud difficile ef perituram arceffere fummam 
Lancibus. oppofitis, vel matris imagine fraéta. 
Juv. 
















MM Have often amufed myfelf with confi- 
waem dering the mean and ridiculous fhifts, to 
We which the extravagant are fometimes re- 
Aaa duced. When the certain fupplies of a 
regular income are exhaufted, they are 
A obliged to caft about for ready cath, 
and fet the invention to work in order 

to devife the means of repairing their finances, Such 
attempts to enlarge their revenue have frequently 
driven thofe, whole great fouls would not be curbed 
by the ftraitnefs of their circumftances, into very 
uncommon undertakings: they have fent lords to 
Arthur's, and ladies to affemblies, or fometimes worfe 
places. We may fafely conclude, that whoever breaks 
through all economy, will foon difcard honefty; though 
perhaps it might be deemed Scandalum Magnatum to 
aver, that prodigal men of quality have often fold their 
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country to redeem their eftates, and that extravagant 
ladies have been known to make up the deficiencies of 
their pin-money by pilfering and larceny. 


But one of the firft and chief refources of extravagance, 
both in high and low life, is the Pawnbroker’s. I never 
pafs by one of thefe fhops without confidering them as 
the repofitories of half the jewels, plate, &c. in town. 
It is true, indeed, that the honeft and induftrious are 
fometimes forced to fupply their neceflities by this 
method: but if we were to enquire, to whom the 
feveral articles in thefe mifcellaneous warehoufes belong, 
we fhould find the greateft part of them to be the pro- 
perty of the idle and infamous among the vulgar, or the 
prodigal and luxurious among the great: and if, in imi- 
tation of the antients, who placed the Temple of Honour 
behind the Temple of Virtue, propriety fhould be at- 
tempted in the fituation of Pawnbrokers’ fhops, they 
would be placed contiguous to a gin-fhop, as in the in- 
genious print of Hogarth, or behind a tavern, gaming- 


houfe, or bagnio. 


Going home late laft Saturday night, I was witnefs to 
a curious dialogue at the door of one of thefe houfes.. An 
honeft journeyman carpenter, whofe wife, it feems, had 
pawned his beft cloaths, having juft received his week’s 
pay, was come to redeem them, that he might appear 
as fine as he ufually did on Sanday: but it being paft 
twelve o'clock, the man of the houfe, who kept up the 
converfation by means of a little grate in the door, re- 
fufed to deliver them; though the poor carpenter begged 
hard for his holiday cloaths, as the morrow was Eafler 
Suuday. This accident led me to reflect on the various 

rfons in town, who carry on this kind of commerce 
with the Pawnbrokers, and gave occafion to the fol- 
lowing Dream. 


I was fcarce afleep, before I found myfelf at the 
entrance of a blind alley, which was terminated by a 
little hatch ; where I faw a vaft concourfe of people, of 
different ages, fex, and condition, going in and coming 
out. Some of thefe, 1 obferved, as they went up, very 
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tichly dreft; and others were adorned with jewels and 
coftly trinkets: but I could not help remarking, that at 
their return they were all divefted of their finery; and 
feveral had even their gowns and coats ftript off their 
backs. A lady, who ftrutted up in a rich brocaded fuit, 
fneaked back again in an ordinary {tuff night-gown; a 
fecond retreated with the lofs of a diamond folitaire and 
pearl necklace; and a third, who had bundled up her 
whole ftock of linen, fcarce efcaped with what fhe had 
upon her back. I obferved feveral gentlemen, who 
brought their fideboards of plate, to be melted down, as 
it were, into current fpecie: many had their pockets dif- 
burthened of their watches; and fome, even among the 
military gentlemen, were obliged to deliver up their 
fwords. Others of the company marched up, heavy laden 
with pictures, houfehold goods, and domeftic utenfils : 
one carried a fpit; another brandifhed a gridiron ; a third 
flourifhed a frying-pan; while a fourth brought to my 
remembrance the old fign of the Dog’s Head in the 
Porridge-pot. 1 faw feveral trot up merrily with their 
chairs, tables, and other furniture: but I could not h 


pitying one poor creature among the reft, who, after 
aving ftript his whole houfe, even to his feather-bed, 
ftalked along like a Lock-Patient, wrapt up in the 
blankets, while his wife accompanied him, doing pe- 
nance m the {heets. 


As I was naturally curious to fee the infide of the re- 
ceptacle, where all thefe various fpoils were depofited, I 
ftept up to the hatch; and meeting a grave old gentleman 
at the threfhold, I defired him to inform me what place 
it was, and what bufinefs was tranfacted there. He very 
courteoully took me by the hand, and, leading me 
through a dark paffage, brought me into a fpacious hall, 
which he told me was the Temple of Ufury, and that he 
himfelf was the chief prieft of it. One part of this 
building was hung round with all kinds of apparel, like 
the fale-fhops in Monmouth Street; another was ttrew'd 
with a variety of goods, and refembled the brokers’ thops 
in Harp Ailey; and another part was furnithed with fuch 
an immenfe quantity of jewels and rich plate, that I 
fhould rather have fancied myfelt ia the Church of the 


Lady 





= = == 




















706 The CONNOISSEUR. No, 17. 


Lady of Loretto. All thefe, my guide: informed me, 
were the offerings of that croud, which I had feen re- 
forting to this Temple. The Churches in Roman- 
Catholic countries have commonly a crofs fixed u 

them ; the Chinefe ereét dragons and hang bells about their 
Pagods; and the Turkifh Mofques have their peculiar 
hieroglyphics: but I could not help taking particular 
notice, that this Temple of Ufury had its veftibule adorned 
with three wooden balls painted blue; the myftery of 
which, I was told, was as dark and unfathomable as the 
Pythagorean number, or the fecret doctrines of Tri/megi/t. 


When I had in fome meafure fatisfied my curiofity in 
taking a general furvey of the Temple, my inftructor led 
me to an interior corner of it, where the moft {plendid 
offerings were fpread upon a. large altar. This bauble, 
faid he, fhewing me an elegant fprig of diamonds, is an 


- aigret, fent in laft week by a lady of quality, who has 


ever fince kept home with her head muffled up in a double 
clout for a pretended fit of the tooth-ache, She has at 
different times made an offering of all her jewels: and 
befides thefe, her whole wardrobe was very lately lodged 
here, which threw her into an hyfteric fever, and con- 
fined her to her bed-gown for upwards of a month. 
Thofe ear-rings and other jewels are the parapbher- 
nalia of a young bride; who was fo conftant a 
votary to this place, that, when nothing elfe remained 
for an offering, fhe even brought in her wedding-ring. 
You may be furprifed, perhaps, to behold fuch a variety 
of necklaces, girdle-buckles, folitaires, and other female 
ornaments, as are here collected: but it is obfervable, 
that their devotions in the Temple of Ufury have been 
chiefly encouraged and kept alive by their affifting at the 
midnight orgies of Avarice. 


Nor are the gentlemen, continued he, lefs encouragers 
of our rites. That gold watch laid fnug, for a confi- 
derable time, in the fob of a young man of quality; but 
it was one night jerked out by a fingle throw of the dice 
at a gaming-table, and made its way into the pocket of 
a ftranger, who placed it here, to keep company with 
feveral others, which have been brought hither on a 
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fimilar occafion. Thofe brilliant buckles once glittered 
on the fhoes of a very pretty fellow, who fet out laft 
winter on his travels into foreign parts, but never got 
further than Boulogne: and that {word with the rich 
fillagree hilt, and clegantly-fancied fword-knot with gold 
taflels, once dangled at the fide of a fpirited Buck, who 
left it here two years ago, when he went off in a great 
hurry to take pofleflion of a large eftate in his native 
country, Ireland, whence he is not yet returned. You 
may fee many others of thefe inftruments of death, which 
ruft peacefully in their fcabbards, as being of no ufe 
whatever to theirowners: that, which commonly hangs 
upon the vacant peg there, belongs, you muft know, to 
a noble captain: it is called upon duty once a month, 
and is at this inftant mounting guard at St. ‘fames’s. 


Not far from thefe rich ornaments hung feveral em- 
broidered coats, laced waiftcoats, Pommt d’Efpagne hats, 
&c. This fuit, faid my venerable inftructor, pointing 
to one richly embroidered, was made up for a noble lord 
on the laft Birth-day, and was conveyed hither the very 
next morning after it had appeared at court. That 
jemmy waiftcoat with the gold-worked button-holes, on 
the next peg, was the property of a {mart templar, who, 
having {pent a night out of his chambers, fent his waift- 
coat hither in the morning, as a penitential offering, by 
his landlady. As to that heap of camblet gowns, checked 
aprons, and coloured handkerchiefs, which you fee ftrung 
together a little further off, they are oblations made here 
by a fect of maudlin votaries, who refort to this Temple 
to pay their devotions to a Goddefs, whom they have 
chriftened Madam Gin, but whom they fometimes honour 
with the more proper appellation of Strip me Naked. 


While my conductor was thus relating the hiftory of 
the various offerings, and the perfons who had made 
them, he was fuddenly called afide to a dark clofet, fe- 
veral of which were erected near the entrance, and ap- 
peared not unlike the confeffionals of the Romi/h prietts. 
Thefe little boxes, I found, were appointed to receive 
the votaries, who came to pay their devotions, and make 
their offerings: but the neceflary rites and ceremonies 
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were commonly folemnized with as much caution and 
privacy, as the myfteries of the Bona Dea among the 
Romans. At prefent, however, there was a greater noife 
and hubbub than ufual. A perfon of the firft rank in 
the kingdom, who had made fome very confiderable 
oblations of gold and filver plate, was now about to 
celebrate a feaft in honour of Bacchus, in which thefe 
rich utenfils would be requifite, on which occafion he 
prayed to have the ufe of them. The chief prieft, 
after having received the cuftomary fee, granted a difpen- 
fation for this purpofe, and loaded the meflengers with 
a number of wrought ewers, vafes, and chargers, at the 
fame time commiflioning ‘two or three of the inferior 
officials of the Temple to attend the celebration of the 
feaft, and to take care that the plate was duly returned, 
and fafely lodged again in the Temple. 


Thefe matters were fcarce adjufted, before an unex- 
pected incident filled the whole Temple with confufion 
and difturbance. A rude tribe of officers broke in upon 
us, put ad ftop to the rites, and feized the chief prieft 
himfelf, charging him with having prophaned the place 


by a crime almoft as infamous as facrilege. He was 


accufed of having encouraged robbers to ftrip the.citizens 
of their moft valuable effects, and for a {mall reward’ to 
depofit them as offerings. The clamour on this occafion 
was very great, and at laft one of the officers, methought, 
feized me, as a party concerned’; when endeavouring’ to 


clear myfelf, and ftruggling to get out of his clutches, 
I awoke. 
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